THE GREAT STATE

belief that the amount of regular labour, skilled and
unskilled, required to produce everything necessary
for every one living in its highly elaborate civilisa-
tion may, under modern conditions, with the help
of scientific econom}7- and power-producing ma-
chinery, be reduced to so small a number of working
hours per head in proportion to the average life of
the citizen, as to be met as regards the greater
moiety of it by the payment of wages over and
above the gratuitous share of each individual in
the general output; and as regards the residue, a
residue of rough, disagreeable, and monotonous
operations, by some form of conscription, which will
devote a year, let us say, of each person's life to the
public service. If we reflect that in the contempo-
rary state there is already food, shelter, and cloth-
ing of a sort for every one, in spite of the fact that
enormous numbers of people do no productive work
at all because they are too well off, that great num-
bers are out of work, great numbers by bad nutrition
and training incapable of work, and that an enormous
amount of the work actually done is the overlapping
production of competitive trade and work, upon such
politically necessary but socially useless things as
Dreadnoughts, it becomes clear that the absolutely
unavoidable labour in a modern community and its
ratio to the available vitality must be of very small
account indeed. But all this has still to be worked
out even in the most general terms. An intelligent
science of Economics should afford standards and
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